vin       BANDIT-SUPPRESSOR OF THE NORTH-WEST     123
feeling was running high. At a time when reinforce-
ments in Suiyuan were urgently needed, when the
whole country fully believed that they were being
sent, the most anti-Japanese army in China was being
ordered to go ahead with preparations for another
campaign against its fellow-countrymen. Officers of
the North-western forces had voted unanimously in
favour of joining the anti-Japanese campaign. The
situation was growing tense.
Into this atmosphere of suspense and scarcely
concealed insubordination, Chiang Kai-shek and his
staff arrived from Loyang on the morning of Decem-
ber 4th.